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 Of Eiseley’s 14 published books (prose, poetry, and 
anthology), four of them were particularly present in the 
minds of this volume’s writers: The Immense Journey; 
The Unexpected Journey; The Night Country; and All the 
Strange Hours. The last two are mostly autobiographical 
while the first two are Eiseley’s thoughts on nature and 
life. This volume, written by eminent scholars on Eiseley, 
introduces the reader to the world of a great mind. As a 
geoscientist interested in Eiseley’s writings and reflec-
tions, I learned much from it. Rasoul Sorkhabi, Energy 
and Geoscience Institution, University of Utah.
Sharing Our Stories of Survival: Native Women Sur-
viving Violence. Edited by Sarah Deer, Bonnie Clair-
mont, Carrie A. Martell, and Maureen L. White Eagle. 
Lanham, MD: AltaMira Press, 2008. xviii + 362 pp. 
Notes, glossary, index. $85.00 cloth, $29.95 paper.
 Sharing our Stories of Survival is a heartbreaking 
and compelling presentation of Native women surviving 
violence. The text is a timely collaborative offering of 
essays and poetry, given the international attention on 
human rights and violence plaguing Indigenous women. 
Its appeal, as Tillie Blackbear says, is the spirit in which 
the book was written, with “survivors at the center of the 
analysis.” There are a multitude of writers, yet it is the 
voices of Native women and survivors that compel us 
to consider the circumstances out of which the volume 
arose and for what purpose is was meant. Native women 
are experiencing the highest incidences of violence of 
any ethnic women in the United States, and their safety is 
mediated by systems that have not historically protected 
them. 
 The volume is organized in four sections: an introduc-
tion and overview; stories of survival from survivors; ad-
vocacy; and practice within tribal legal systems. Included 
in the collection is a chapter contextualizing advocates as 
perhaps the heart of the current response and the primary 
source of support and social change for victims. “There is 
a sense of futility and exasperation among Native wom-
en,” Brenda Hill claims, “because we continue to suffer 
the highest rates of domestic violence, sexual assault, and 
murder in America, even given the resources of VAWA 
(Violence Against Women Act).” Most Americans take 
for granted the basic human right of personal safety. Hill 
wants us to realize that personal safety for Native women 
is critical, and the ability of criminal justice systems, 
“especially underfunded tribal systems, to hold offend-
ers accountable, much less make significant changes in 
their behaviors and attitudes toward women,” is simply 
not occurring in the manner it needs to. The situation 
thus “warrants a critical analysis of the assumptions and 
expectations surrounding the current societal response to 
violence against women.”
 For most Native nations historically the role of women 
as mothers was central to Indigenous culture and Native 
lifeways. Native women in many tribes had control over 
children, agricultural resources, and home life. Through-
out the text many of the writers explain how colonization 
and non-Native belief systems were forced upon tribes in 
ways that continue to marginalize Native women into the 
21st century. 
 The poems positioned at the beginning and end of 
each essay provide a constant rhythm of Native women’s 
voices reminding the reader of the current and ongo-
ing difficulties in negotiating basic personal safety and 
trauma in everyday life. This text is not simply timely 
but an important testimony that chronicles state, fed-
eral, and tribal system challenges that must improve to 
protect Native women and children and hold offenders 
accountable. 
 Perhaps too basic for those specialized in Indian 
Country practice, the book nonetheless is an invaluable 
resource useful within academe and a must read for 
everyone new or inexperienced with tribal community 
issues. Given how few texts truly deal comprehensively 
with this topic, it should be required reading for students 
studying Indigenous issues in any college setting. Roe 
Bubar, Department of Ethnic Studies and School of So-
cial Work, Colorado State University.
New Faces in New Places: The Changing Geography of 
American Immigration. Edited by Douglas S. Massey. 
New York: Russell Sage Foundation, 2008. viii + 370 pp. 
Photographs, references, index. $42.50 cloth. 
 Patterns of immigration to the U.S. have been 
changing since the 1990s. The geographic dispersion 
of immigrants away from traditional urban gateways—
New York, Los Angeles, Houston, Miami, and Chica-
go—into smaller communities throughout the country 
means that millions of native-born Americans lacking 
any experience with foreigners are now, for the first 
time in living memory, having direct and sustained 
contact with unassimilated immigrants. The newcom-
ers settle in small towns as well as large cities, in the 
middle of the country as well as the coasts. Especially 
relevant to Great Plains Research readers, the new im-
migrants have discovered the Middle West, the Plains 
states, and the South. 
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 New Faces in New Places documents these demo-
graphic changes with data from the U.S. Census Bureau 
and other population surveys, and examines the causes 
and consequences of these trends, including how native-
born Americans are responding to their new neighbors. 
Part 1 documents “Emerging Patterns of Immigrant 
Settlement” with chapters on the geographic diversifi-
cation of American immigration; the structure and dy-
namics of Mexican migration to new destinations in the 
U.S.; the emergence of new nonmetropolitan immigrant 
gateways; the restructuring of the meat-processing and 
construction industries around Hispanic workers; and 
the origins of employer demand for immigrants in the 
volatile Louisiana oil-based economy.
 Part 2 focuses on “Community Reaction to New Im-
migrant Groups”: prejudice toward immigrants in the 
Midwest; immigration experiences in four rural Ameri-
can settings in the Midwest and South (Minnesota, 
Iowa, North Carolina and Georgia); intergroup relations 
in the rural and small-town South between Hispanic im-
migrants and resident blacks; Latino migration to Nash-
ville; the story of how one small Pennsylvania town, 
Kennett Square, struggled to find a way to welcome 
Hispanic immigrants to their community; and a study 
of how suburban, white-dominated institutions react to 
increasing ethnic and racial diversity largely driven by 
immigration.
 Charles Hirschman and Douglas S. Massey believe 
that the frequent problems experienced by immigrants 
in the U.S. today should not be minimized because im-
migration is not a smooth process. Long-distance mi-
gration often begins with economic dislocation at home 
and upon arrival in America. Dislocation, adjustment, 
and adaptation are dry, euphemistic terms that do not 
capture the painful process of separation and loss the 
new immigrants feel. And yet they argue that there are 
positive benefits for the immigrants as well as the com-
munities in which they are settling. Minds are broad-
ened by new experiences and associations. Balancing 
these losses and gains is a process that will likely con-
tinue in the foreseeable future in small towns and large 
cities. They conclude that “One thing is crystal clear: 
undocumented status constitutes an unprecedented bar-
rier to immigrant integration. Removing this barrier is 
an essential first step in giving the new immigrants a 
fighting chance of realizing the American dream.” John 
DeFrain, Department of Child, Youth and Family Stud-
ies, University of Nebraska–Lincoln.
Survival or Gradual Extinction: The Small Town 
in the Great Plains of Eastern Montana. By Marvin 
Gloege. Corvallis, OR: Meadowlark Publishing Services, 
2007. xi + 258 pp. Photographs, tables, maps, charts, 
notes, bibliography. $85.00 cloth, $20.00 paper.
 Marvin Gloege has assembled an impressive array of 
information about demographic trends affecting the small 
communities of eastern Montana. Survival or Gradual 
Extinction examines the state of 22 communities and 
poses a question of deep importance both to their resi-
dents and to those who believe there is value in preserving 
America’s small communities and the way of life they 
afford: will they be able to retain populations of sufficient 
size to survive? Though the title of the book indicates that 
Gloege’s primary concern is about the future of these 
communities, he does a better job of documenting the his-
torical conditions that have shaped them than of providing 
analysis that might offer hints about their futures, or the 
futures of towns like them.
 The book begins with historical background on the 
rising and falling populations (and fortunes) of the rural 
communities of the Great Plains. The author then profiles 
22 communities in Eastern Montana, including brief his-
tories and assessments of their current status. Because he 
selects only towns whose populations have declined, the 
current state of many seems bleak. As populations shrink, 
many of the communities face the challenges shared by 
rural towns across the country: population loss feeds vi-
cious cycles of loss of important infrastructure such as 
schools and businesses, which in turn fuels subsequent 
losses of population. These profiles might serve as a 
useful blueprint for students or researchers interested in 
studying small communities. The urban planning per-
spective Gloege brings to this work leads him to acquaint 
the reader with the key features of infrastructure any 
student of community life must take into account. He 
might have done better to select fewer case communi-
ties, however, or to profile all 22 but offer more detailed 
examinations of a small subset; the short profiles make it 
difficult to provide the depth that would help him answer 
the question posed by the book’s title. 
 Though Survival or Gradual Extinction asks what can 
be done to stabilize these and other rural communities, it 
gives relatively little insight into the answer. In the pro-
files of communities in which there are some concerted 
local revitalization efforts, the reader gets scant informa-
tion about those efforts. For example, Gloege describes 
some types of “creative entrepreneurship” in two com-
munities, but the reader gets few details about the kinds 
